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Resumo
Primeiro registro do maçarico-acanelado Tryngites subruficollis (Aves: Scolopacidae) em Santa 

Catarina e registro adicional para o Paraná, sul do Brasil. Em 17 de outubro de 1997, observamos um 
indivíduo do maçarico-acanelado Tryngites subruficollis em uma praia arenosa em Praia Deserta, Barra do 
Superagui, Parque Nacional de Superagui, município de Guaraqueçaba, litoral norte do Paraná. Os únicos registros 
prévios para o litoral do estado datam de 1993. Em 10 de setembro de 2009, observamos nove indivíduos da 
espécie em um arrozal no distrito de Joáia, município de Tijucas, litoral central de Santa Catarina, sul do Brasil. 
Este é o primeiro registro para o estado. O escasso número de registros nesses estados pode estar relacionado 
com raridade regional da espécie, ausência de trabalhos de campo em hábitat e época apropriados e/ou confusão 
de identificação com outros maçaricos.

Unitermos: arrozais, litoral sul do Brasil, migração, Tryngites subruficollis

Abstract
On 17 October 1997 we observed one individual of Buff-breasted Sandpiper Tryngites subruficollis on 

a beach of Praia Deserta, Barra do Superagui, Superagui National Park, municipality of Guaraqueçaba, on the 
northern coast of Paraná. The only previous records for the Paraná coast dates from 1993. On 10 September 
2009 we observed nine individuals of the species in a rice field in Joáia district, municipality of Tijucas, central 
coast of Santa Catarina state, southern Brazil. This is the first record for this state. The scarce number of records 
in these states may be related to regional rarity of the species, absence of field work in the proper habitat and 
time of year, and/or misidentification with other sandpipers.
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The Buff-breasted Sandpiper Tryngites subruficollis 
breeds from June to August on the Arctic coast, on well 
drained tundra with tussocks and scant vegetation 
(Hayman et al., 1986; Lanctot and Weatherhead, 1997; 
BirdLife International, 2008). The species migrates to 
South America, where it is found from August to March 
(Hayman et al., 1986; Lanctot et al., 2002). The most 
important areas for the wintering birds are grasslands and 
pampa from a narrow coastal area of southern Brazil (Rio 
Grande do Sul state), Uruguay, and Argentina (Buenos 
Aires province) (Lanctot et al., 2002). Agricultural 
fields, sod farms, mowed hayfields, secondary grasslands 
with short grasses and intensively grazed pasturelands 
composed the main terrestrial habitats occupied by this 
species (Lanctot et al., 2002; Isacch and Martínez, 2003; 
Jorgensen, 2007; McCarty et al., 2009). 

According to BirdLife International (2008), the 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper had its global population 
estimated in hundreds of thousands to millions during 
the 1890s-1900s, but it declined nearly to extinction 
in the early 1920s due to hunting. Today its global 
population is estimated at 16,000-84,000 individuals. 
However, the number of estimated individuals is 
declining again and the species is considered a Near 
Threatened species at global level (IUCN, 2009). In 
Brazil, the Buff-breasted Sandpiper has been recorded 
in the states of Acre, Amazonas, Maranhão, Rondônia, 
Mato Grosso, São Paulo, Paraná and Rio Grande do 
Sul (Pinto, 1964; Belton, 1994; Bornschein et al., 1997; 
Sick, 1997; Lanctot et al., 2002; Bencke et al., 2003). 
No sufficient data on its regional status in Brazil are 
available, except in Rio Grande do Sul state, where it is 
considered vulnerable (Bencke et al. 2003). 

In southern Brazil there are several records of the 
species in Rio Grande do Sul between August and April 
(Belton, 1994; Lanctot et al., 2002; Bencke et al., 2003), 
and a few from Paraná. On the central coast of Paraná 
state, individuals were observed (two were collected) 
in two localities from September to November 1993 
(Bornschein et al., 1997), and two other individuals were 
observed inland, in Curitiba municipality, in October 
2001 (Straube et al., 2009).

On 17 October 1997, M. R. B. and B. L. R. observed 
one individual of the Buff-breasted Sandpiper on Praia 

Deserta beach (25º27’19”S, 48º12’29”W), Barra do 
Superagui, Superagui National Park, municipality of 
Guaraqueçaba, on the northern coast of Paraná. On 
the rainy morning of 10 September 2009, we observed 
(except B. L. R.) nine individuals in a rice field in Joáia 
district (27º16’29”S, 48º39’57”W; 10m a.s.l.; Figure 1), 
municipality of Tijucas, in the lowlands of the central 
coast of Santa Catarina. This is the first record for this 
state. The rice field had no plant cover, the soil being 
recently ploughed and with a thin water layer partially 
covering it (Figure 1). On this occasion, birds were in 
a mixed-species flock with White-rumped Sandpiper 
Calidris fuscicollis (about 10 individuals), White-
faced Ibis Plegadis chihi (243 individuals), Southern 
Lapwing Vanellus chilensis (22 individuals), Pluvialis 
sp. (six individuals), Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa flavipes 
(five individuals), and White-backed Stilt Himantopus 
melanurus (two individuals). 

 

FIGURE 1:  Buff-breasted Sandpiper Tryngites subruficollis 
observed on 10 September 2009 in a rice field in Joáia 
district, in the municipality of Tijucas, on the central 
coast of Santa Catarina state, southern Brazil (Photo 
by Ricardo Belmonte-Lopes).

On the coasts of Paraná and Santa Catarina states, 
rice plantations are abundant and have been increasing 
in recent years over areas formerly occupied by lowland 
forests and pastures. This new landscape provides a 
new habitat for waders. However, the occurrence of 
these birds in rice fields coincides with the period that 
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the paddies are sprayed with pesticides and herbicides, 
potentially exposing birds to contamination (Lanctot et 
al., 2002). The presence of the Buff-breasted Sandpiper 
in Santa Catarina state was expected based on records 
from neighboring Rio Grande do Sul and Paraná states. 
The dates of the new records of the species presented 
here are in accordance with its migration season in 
southern Brazil. The scarce number of records in Paraná 
and Santa Catarina may be related to regional rarity of 
the species, absence of field work in the proper habitat 
and time of the year, and/or misidentification with other 
sandpipers.
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